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ThePoople"sAirwaves Belo 'toThem'
,--~ ~._-,--,-, ~._-~ to develop..se11andtradeit. '!'he"remaining spaceina worldwherethe .dmissionf~ is
ByJEREMYIUF1<lN unusedparts of the spectruz;tW01.1ldPe codtroll~by'afewglobalmediagiants?"

Question:Wflat.is the, ~e l'OO$f.,scl~loff to~ en~ andbe . If"theflowof bUman~di:1s
.. ~uable ptece of property worth retonstitutedasp~te~c realt!$'" is cOntrolled,by globalmediacompanies.

~., the wbol.eworld in the Info~, t3te.The FCCwoukt,be~ '", ',bow' 00, we 'Protect;soda! and cult~
tioIi~, , " . "The arclUtectsof the stu43.'~~ points 9! view aiid ~ons

Answer:Th,e radiofreqi1encie$-tbe ~t controlof the'~ ~- that maydi£ferfroDi t};recompjl-
'~et1o .spectrum-<rVerWhichan cies led to b,lefficlenciesin ,'tqe,~ti9n nie$ that own the , ! We have '

increasingamount.of hur:tUq\c.qmmlmica-01the airwaves.If the~,were pel- seenwhatbappens'wb.entotalitariaiigav-'
tion and~ activitywill be~ vatized. the study $;I.i(1,supply~ demand' ~ts OO11ti'oltheail'waYe$ab.d~ .
cut in the witelessoonnn!mieationS.':wuid dictate the ,most iI1t1ofttive~(jf the ~expression of ideas thafJ!uncon--
Qur Pet. Pilots, ~ In~.,' 'thosefrequencies. ' ' ,tmy "to'the ,omcial~emment ~tion.
ce~l. pbot).es,pagers, radios and ~eVt- ' At that point,the .W)tionof a:one.uuie And' when companies.like AOL Time
$ionallrely 00radio~, " sell-off of U.s. airwaves to private com- Warner, ~ and ViYendiUniv~

, Mostof us nev~ givethe.~ as merci3linterestaseen1edit bi~tooambi- own the,~ of communicat1~as
much as Ii ~thought. We ~ ft &us evenforth~Hi1ost~ WasJ;1- , well as)11uch ,of theOO11temf.$at,ftows
,a:sfree.like'theoxygenwebreatM;'lnre-idgton .iIi$iders.So ~ comes tnetbrough tbem.:wmthe~ ~ diver-
atit',the spectMn'is treatedas a pubtic " " ',' sity that has traditionaJIy ,~ created
good ab.d is oontrolled'and,~ ", and nurtured in civil ~'dryup? Will
bj go~tsthatlicen$ethe Various ,. " . , , we be }eft.with onlya few gkJbaI media
radiofreq~ to commercialaridother "What $afeguards wiUpeopfe c~ as tbeulumate arbite!.'$of hu- '
institutioos.for,broadcast. have (tVettheir privacy when all manctilture? ,

BUtnowpowerfulcommercialm~areaspeCtsof their lives are " . How do we p~tthC$e c:oIPJ1anies
~ to 8aintot31controloverthe air- , ' , " from exerting undue inf1uence~ com-

'waveS.bm,ginea worldinwhicha handful accessible as data bits merciallUeitself?Amenca's19thcen.tmy
ofglobalmediaoonglolMrateslikeViYen- traveiingover corporate-owned' f?illwaygiantsattemptedto ~their 0011-i
eli.Unive,mal,AOLTime Warner. Sony, . '. ' , 'trol over the fuu:tsportationlines to oo11b'ol'
TeJtifonl<.:a,Viaeom, AT&T, Disney, ' and-controlled communications m.1;ICh~ OOI;Imerclailife.~,qer led
vest,DeutscheTelekomand News chanMls?" ~ ~~ of.antitttmIegts!a~ and
'own Jitera11yaUthe airwaves aU~et the 'the breakup 'be the rail ~ 'I'o-
~ and trade them back ab.d.forthas .. ,daY:..comm!mieatlons networks are g1OOa1 ,r

~priv,ateeIecl.ronk:rea.!estate. letterto the FCCp~ that ~ .in,S<;a!e..Yetwe"have not ev~.begun.to '. OnF,eb.7;3'lleadingUA ~~ beiillowed.toleaseunusedspectrum.asan.entefta!nthe ~ of.~3~~ a
,~udingsix,(ormerlywith the. Federal,Jniti3latepthatwould()penthedoortopel. ~ antitrust mechaniStn.tb deal.
~tioI\S ~on. signed a 'vAtlzatloo: ' ' 'Wlt,h the ~tion of global.media oUgopo-
joint letter ~'the FCC to allowcom.,', ", .' lies. .
~ ~tc>lease unused spectrum . .Granted, one could gue that aUowmg" . How 00 WepreVentemporateowners
to ~1'h)s is ,theopen!ngsa1Yoina licenseesto leaseunused~ w0111dof the Bdio ~ from
ra4Ica1pian.tc>wrest oon~ of the entire ~~te ~ed spectrum drought, the' lives that -- -- ,
spectwmf!omgovernmentsandmak:e~' ;But ~ thi$ ~. of g~t ' will;
~ frequenciesof our planet a private authority fttethen to be ~ as just1fica* .people hav:eoverthei~ When all as:- ..
.preserve of ~obal media giants. If they ,tion for ~" ~t.iOO an.4 ultl- peets of their RYes,are a~ as data
succeed,the naUoo-statewm~ve loot-one' ~,the privatization of the'~ bits tl'aveUngover ~' and.,

'of its last remaining vesfjge$ .of real the ~tical. conseq~ wouldbe prt)". -cpntrolledconununicationachannelst .
p(IWer-the abUity to regulate access to foundand taNeaching:" ,~. " , . ' '. .
broadcast communicationswithin its own '. . If the radio frequencies of the ,{>Janet 1twas a U.s. official!pOrethan a ~~n'hu. ~ ..' ned by dI~1 tioo ago wbomade the ,~ .remaxk .c>---~ UUI~'" , , , wa.-eowned and oo11tro.. ,~me- that trade doesti't follow the fIai anymore ,

,But.r~ gettingsIigbtI.y~d of the diaeotpOtatioos.'~ wCU1dordit)ary.J>eO"it fo1kiws.thecommunieatJonsy~
.stocy.Letsstart~thebeginning. ,pie guaranteetheir ~ basicrigbt to WhenourveryftShttoconun~isno

Ia 1995,the ~ and Freed.om,communicateWithone ~thet m'a Wire- longerassuredor securedby government
FouOOaUOn.a conservativetbink tank; Jessworld!1nan-erawhenmoreab.dmore but rather controlledby powerful~
~ a rePort titled "The Telecom'of~ dailyconunwpcatlonstakesplaceIn .oongIomeratesoperatingin, tbe global
ReroIutiOn:an ~. 9J?portwilt,." ~ ~ ,~ the airwaves, be- ' cOmmercialatena. can bask freedomS~
The report's authors canoo;for converting com. critical. ()f co'Ut'Se,those woo can ~ democracyOO11tinueto exist! '

the electromagnetic spectrum from gov- pay willbe ~ But What.aboutthe
~t .ownershipto "private,property. 62%ofpeoplewhohave~Vet~ a sin-
Underthep1an,,~ broadcasterholding 81etet~ calfand the,~ «,our fel-
an existing licensewould .tIegranted tlt]e tOY<humanbein,g$who have no ~y?

,to ~spectMn it ~ and wouldbefilile 'HoWWlllthey ever secure access,¥' cyber-
, "''';''' .
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