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can no longer go it alone in a
world where a SARSepidemic,
a:computer virus, a terrorist at~ck, a stock market scandal or
global warming make everYone
potentially vulnerable and reliant on each other. These
Americans are in search of a
broader global vision reflecting
their involvement in an increasingly interconnected and
interdependent world.
Together, these two groups of
disheartened Americans represent a new kind of disenfranchised minority-<>ne no longer
completely wedded to the
American Dream, until recently regarded as the most fundamental shared value of the
American people. According to;
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in the American Dream (the
same percentage as people who
voted for Bush), and a third of
Americans say they no longer
believe in the American Dream
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Of course, the conVentional
wisdom is that it would be political suicide for any candidate

for electedofficein the United .

States to even hint that the European Dre~ might embrace a
more meaningful set of values.
Yet, it's obvious that Ameri- .
cans are deeply polarized over'
their vision of the future. No
amount of political rhetoric is
likely to lead to a reconciliation of two camps that are so
diametrically opposite. The
next four years are likely to
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Americans begin to part company over a:dream that half the
country still holds to and the
other half has already begun to.
partially abandon in the search
for a more globally expansive
vision of humanity's future.
Perhaps our friends in Europe
have something to teach us.
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