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Dream
hat really separates America from all earlier

political experiments is the unbounded hope

and enthusiasm, the optimism that is so thick
at times it can bowl you over. This is a land ded-
icated to possibilities, a place where constant

improvement is the only meaningful compass and economic progress

is regarded to be as certain as the rising sun. We are a people who
threw off the yoke of tyranny and vowed never to be ruled by arbi-
trary elites of any kind. We eschew class distinctions and the heredi-

tary transmission of status, embrac~ the democratic spirit, and believe
that everyone should be judged solely on merit.

Americans have long been aware of our special
circumstance.Wethink of America as a refugefor
everyhuman beingwho has everdreamedof a bet-
ter life and been willing to risk his or her own to
comehere and start over.

That'swhyit saddensme to saythat Americaisno
longer a greatcountry.Yes,it's stillthe most power-
ful economyin the world, with a military presence
unmatched in all of history.But to be a great coun-
try,it isnecessaryto bea goodcountry.It is true that
people everywhereenjoy American cultural forms
and consumergoods.Americais evenenvied,but it
is no longer admired as it once was.The American
Dream, oncesocoveted,has increasinglybecomean
objectof derision.Ourwayof lifeno longerinspires;
rather, it is now lookedon as outmoded and, worse
yet, as somethingto fear,or abhor.

Strippedto itsbareessentials,theAmericanDream
offers everyone a fair shot at prosperity if they're will-
ing to workhard and cultivateself-reliance.But ful-
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Fromthe book THE EUROPEAN DREAM

Thesetof beliefswecalltheAmericanDreamunder-

liesoneof history'sgreatsuccessstories,anunbroken

culturalascentlastingmorethan200years.Buthow

wellarewedoingtoday?In thisselectionfromhis

provocativenewbook,socialthinkerJeremyRifkin

arguesthat theAmericanDreamhasturnedintoa

liabilitythat hasusclingingto anoutmodedpast.

Meanwhile,adifferentvisionof lifethat'snowemerg-

ingfromEuropecouldbetheworld'sbesthopefor

negotiatingitssharedglobalfuture. -The Editors
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