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The new
hydrogen
economy will not
only eliminate
our dependence
on foreign oil,
it will turn our
automobiles into
power plants

JEREMY RIFKIN

I
magine,fora moment,aworld'
where fossil fuels are no longer

. burned to generate power, heat,
and light. Imagine a world no long-
er threatened by global warming or

geopolitical conflict in the Middle East, a
world where every person on earth has
access to electricity. That world now
looms on the horizon.

We are in the early stages of an historic
change in the way we organize the earth's
energy. The Industrial Age, whiciJ.began
with the carrying of coal from Newcastle
several hundred years ago, is now wind-
ing down in the oil fields of the Middle
East. Meanwhile, a whole new energyre-
glme is being readied. Hydrogen - the
lightest and most abundant element in
the universe - is the next great energy
revolution. Scientists call it the "forever
fuel" because it never runs out. And when

hydrogen is uSed to produce power, the
only byproducts are pure water and heat.
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A fuel cell. generates electricity from hydrogen.

A hydrogen atom is made of one

positively charged proton and one.
negatively charged electron.
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A stack of fuel cells

canpowerhouseholdappliancesno

officeequipmentN'
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or an automobile.
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Hydrogen-powered vehicleshavebe~ri
produced by most.major auto manufacturers ~nd'
are now operating at test sites in California ahd

. several Eurqpeancountries.
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Water is the only exhaust.
Automobiles now envisioned

would produce a little more
than 2 gallons of water for
everY100 miles driven,

Your car can become a power
ge'nerator,plugged into.your

home or Qfflcewhen not in use. As hydrogen power
becomes cheap and

abund?nt, small grids can
spring up where electricit)
has not beenavaiiable.




