
President Bush’s Black Hydrogen Agenda 

The Bush administration has said that harnessing hydrogen will free the U.S. from 

dependence on Mideast oil and provide a non-polluting source of energy for electricity and 

transport. In reality, the White House plan calls for massive subsidies to the coal and nuclear 

industries to extract hydrogen-a black hydrogen agenda. While Secretary of Energy Spencer 

Abraham claims that the Bush administration is equally committed to research and 

development of renewable sources of energy to extract hydrogen-a green hydrogen agenda-

the current energy bill tells a different story. The bill contains subsidies of more than $8 

billion to the fossil fuels and nuclear industries and less than $4 billion to the renewable 

energy industries in its current draft. 

                                 

Moreover, despite continued public pronouncements by the Department of Energy that it is 

equally committed to promoting renewable sources of energy, the White House and their 

Congressional allies have systematically blocked efforts in Congress to establish benchmarks 

and target dates for the phasing in of renewable sources of energy in the generation of 

electricity and for transport. The European Union, by contrast, has made a commitment to 

produce 22 percent of its electricity and 12 percent of its overall energy from renewable 

sources of energy by 2010. 

Therefore, while we favor an international research and development partnership to help 

usher in a hydrogen economy, we oppose the U.S. government becoming the Secretariat as 

long as the Bush administration's agenda is to use hydrogen as a Trojan horse to foster the 

interests of the fossil fuel and nuclear industries and to avoid dealing with important 

environmental issues today. With this consideration in mind, we have written letters to the 

Presidents and Energy Ministers of each of the countries invited to take part in the IPHE, 

urging them to oppose the U.S. proposal that it be the secretariat of the IPHE unless the Bush 



administration is willing to agree to set renewable energy benchmarks and targets equivalent 

to those established by the European Union. 


