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Germination
-. '.

. +{ow'a U.S~ Gadfly

And a Green Activist."., .

Start.ed a'Food Fight
. .

. ~ntibibtech'Effort Bloomedi

: . DespiteLi~le Fun~g!
.~nd .LaSk .of. CQnsensus'.'-

. . 'Who Should 'pi3:Y.G9d?!
...iiaffR~o~:::~w . .''/ !>rr~Ri~ be~n makingre~~rtrips to bud~etedj~ $250,~ f?£ it this yeat).

. Itw~ a chancemee~W .Jo~AL' Europe, seeking more . llllies.What Indeed, many,orgarnz~rs were slow .to-
l~J'earsagothatledBehMilct:~n. emerg~ wasan ~USUal.coaIitiOnof-enri- -i"esp(>nd,doubtinga.tfirst tha! they could
_~e up ttle flghtagainst bioe!'l.e. to,.. ronmentaI,consumer,farm,.churchand havemuchimpact;someremamsurprised.
food. .', . - .': ngmeered pature~ups. ~d bythetim~theEuiIr bythemagnitudeoftheirsuccess.. . .

Mr.Haeflin, then aGerm' " pean UruondecIded!n Ap~ 1996to allow: . Ironical!y"it was an Ame!ican ~'
. Party memberservingin the :;reen, M~.santoCo.tobe~ seIlmggenetiCaIIr.' st~rredtheIr m!eresl Be~or,ehis meeting

,ParlIament,had'cometo Washi ve3W. m fled soybeansm Europe,an .actiVist :wIthMr. ~aerlin; Mr. Rjfkinhad been a.
a delegation to ~ SOCi::oon~th !1etworkwas already weIl-ve~ on the voicein.the,wiIde~ess. In-l977,he'arid a

. programs. .He was staYin . in -secunty ISsueandready topoun~. P¥iner were ninnmga nonprofit~uca-
f?ouse,a~(H>ne.oCthetenfnts a Shared;. Themovementbas sl11~createdwide-tion~ o.rganiza~o~called the Peoples

. that.he.nughtwant to meether ~~ted... $P1Ja~cop,trovE:rsr"catdting ma~y~Wti- i B{,I$messq>mmlSSlon,'a group thaI de'-
.- Her bos$ was Jeremy Rifkin s'. I.', na on col]X>rations-and govenmients '!>Cri~ itself as "dedica.te4:to challenging
Ington activist and .,corporate'. ' a Wash- i Qff-guaro. ,concerned that bioengineere<{"tl1e ',a.b~' of ,corporate power and ~!o
~ad ~n. soUilding . ga~rWho i JPOdcrops,~uchascorn~dSOybeanSCOuld' IIlObihzlngpublIc support {ordetnocra~c'
alarms about 'the bave umntended 'enVt.n>nmentaI ,and " alternatives to 1he present economic ~ys-
potential risks of h~alth effects, activists have managed to', .tem," -,.
biotechnology since stIr up consumers and,prod EuroPean food' . ' That year, Mr. RifII:ipand ~is panner-

. 1976,but with little " manufacturers-and retailers to refonnu- . published "Who Should Play God?" - a
success.'Mr.IqfJdn.', . late thousands of products -everithing .I deliberatelyalarmist book~t toldofne~

- briefed th~ Y9UDg '. frpmhamb~er rollstochocolate- to rid'" ,advances in genetic engin~ng that could
Gennanonbis con- . ,llie~~f ~~E~t!-~y ~ed ingTedients, .i ,I~d to, the creation.of new life {?nns.
cerns. . "', Th1J>,In turn, has'had reverberations in . .~Thosehfe fonns "maybe. as destructive to

':, "The tJijngthatI ' . ,;>the U,S., 'where opce--iriduferent con- '., hwnanity as the horrors of nuclear holo-
remember to.uch~ . . 'swnerS are awaken.taust," the book warned. . ,

.l1!e m9St waS that. ing to the European. The book made' few men,tionsof g-eneti-
tliere "(as a. 'cOm~ . controversy..-!<meri-. callyen~neeredfood; what references
.pletelynew and ar. . tan . farmers" and!. there w:erefocusedmostly on a1;lizarre;

. tificialwayto alter' : '. . 'food exporters i' .soundingexperimentbyaGeneraIElectrici
, and, .create erea-- . JeremY~/kin;-:" i, . . threatene<iby a 10s~.

,

: .Co.scientistto ereate a special~blet that:
. twes/' ,Mr. ~~rlin, now 42 '. . " ~ .ofsales to Europe" ~uld allowpeopleto .'ea~~d dig~t hay, !
says°v,erl'!f1ebin Berlin."And '~e:ITt 91d, .' .are-. ~ow .r.ethinking i ,~~ke. cOws."The ~k noted t~~t,thetablet

.' actually~I~ d~newithouta totof' was. '. theIr, WIdespread. . mightevenbe l~trodUCed,IDltiallr,.asa
. r,eall.y}cnOWlnt;:or~.[ aboulit:"peopl~ 1 ' adoptionor.gen~ti; newfoodaltem~~veforY"elfarerecipients

. ,Thatm~~tinghada profound1m ': 1 calIyal,teredseeds, - onfoods~mp~. . "

Mr. Haerlm.- and,-ultimateI pac~n k; It turns Qut,:. .' The sCIentist,A.M. .Chal?"abartY',no~ '
w~rld's agriculturaIand biot~ O~dUS~ the. ~mpaipt . a.pro!essor at the UmversIty of llImOlS '
tries. Mr. Haerlin went on to leadG - agaInst blOengm~ .a~Ch~~go, say~ t~~ boo~,.gav~~n overly
~e~ce's,internationalcampaigntostoree: ',,' BenediktHair-un eered food in Eu- slmphs!lcdescnptIonof hispro]ect,which

. prOductIonandsaleofbioengine df~e .' .' '.' . ' rope .hasn't ~een was ultImatelyscrapPe?' He says that.h~
. . "'.. ~re '. particularly well-organized or highly fi. - never suggested targeting welfare reClpl-

. nanced (Greenpeace'International has ents. "This is wnat he inventedto incite
people," he says of Mr. Rifkin. ,Mr. Rifkin
says he stands by the book's account.

During.the 1980s,Mr. Rifkin continued

Pler;seTurnwpage AIO,Column1



, .

. I' ,~tinuea..F'romFiTStPagemOdifiedfoodasaniS?l}etObefO\J!thtdO\vn. we got," says PatrickHo' ".
ham~enng the bIOtechnologyissue wlilie .the road. .t\.:fund~raIsmg leaflet sent to farmer 1!-ndthe group' Ilir lden, a Welsh
t~mg his organization into mor~ of a Gree~peace !llem?;rs in Britain ii11991.. successfully lobbied .~e ~~~. The group
1hink ta~. The organization,renamed the ~res?en.tl~,tit1edBa,tt1es ~et:to Co!fie,". ment, and later thc'Eitro tls~go~ern-
!~datIOn OnEconomic .Trends, became p~~ed; Issues surrounqmg g~netic en- .~~ that an organic f<Jean U~lOn,to r:
lesspopandmuchmorepdIieyorientEid" . gmeenn.gmayweIlbecomethecentraIbat- nition couldnit . ta' p~uct, ~YdefI-

.hes~ys.Hisintent,he adds,wasto stir ~p .~egroundof enviI'oI1?lentalca~paigning ingredients.. . con ~anYblO~ngmeered' 0

.J?ubh~debateonwhathevieW$ii:saradical"mthelasty~arsof~~entury. Other 0 0- 0 .
. ex:peqmentonthe I!-aturalworldthat is00- . .,. Meanwhile,Mr:RUkinw.asslowlyfmd- ' better known. enVIrQnmental
ven by commercialinterests. o. JP.gne~ cOlwerts In Europe. One of them. gro':r weremu~ sl~wer to. act. .As re-
o Mr. Rifkin organized protests and was SIr 1ames' Go}dsmith, the Anglo- cen.y as 199~ some",orgaruzers within'
moun~ed legal attacks on the biotech in- .French co~~te ~lder who, after a ca- Gr~enpeace ~till Weren~sure.the bioengi-
d~ and the federal.government,chal- ,reer of acqumn.gtimber,;paper, oil and 0 neered-foodlS51!ewa::worth"fighting,be-

o.olengmggene.paten!S and stalling several "Qth~inte~, devoted his fin~ rears to'. cause a few bl~ngmeered products al- . .
0 rese~ 'proJ~ts, Includingtesting of a : e~~nmental C3:W?es~d. ~litics.. Mr: ~eadywere l1eaded(or the marketplace.

ge~etically engmeered. ice-resistant bac- E;ifkinsay's ~e bi.\lionau-e~Vlted him ~to. Somepeople thought, isn't that a done
-tenum that was to have been sprayed on: his v~ MeDcan compound m 199Qto dis-' ~eal already? Can we make any differenc

. strawberryplantsan.dpotatoes. He also 6r- - CUSSblOt~ology. "Y"unmywas keen on it --- '?" . . -' 0 .' -. " . e
~, with some success', a boycott.of" ~d saw It was going to become a big issue . 8-D:~?re. - Mr.. H~effin 0recalls. Tt1e

. bOvine growth hormone, a bioted1 milk m Europe. A very big issue," Mr. Rifkin grotWs.U:S.. afflljate-~et.by pOorman-
boosterfor cowsthat later was banDedm . ~ys. . . 0 . o' . '. .' ~ment, .staf~ cut~aclo:~.d~iDint.
EtJrope,though'notin the U.S. 'The Trap' .' . membe~hip-~en~allr deCld~ to sit

0 The-lWyal 'We' . . Soon after, Sir James 'began contribut- '. .ou~,h: ad~. . '. '. . .
..: '"AlthoughMr.Rifkinoftenwas 0.. i;ng a1)out $30,0.00a year to Mr..~'s . .ITends. of.,tp.e~~ ~sooptedtohol~ .

the newsmedia, and talkSof'his~~~ f~dation. Until that tini~, Mr. Ritkin off. ~e.didn ~.pnon~lt,})ecaUS: there' .
. ~ yeats in the royal "we," he failedto .sayshis ~on w~ f1mdedlargely wer: ~ust~ many other:~ gomg-on:

gamthe.supportof mostmajor.environ-. ~hisownlecture-f~andbookroy- I !">Plc31~ f~~. cJim~i:hange,tox-
mentalgro~. ~ch werefocusingin- ~ti~.. ., .' . lCS..road~~~, ~c. ~e. issues
stead on petroChemicalpollution,nuclear.' Sir James~~.died m J,997,acJmowl- and.~~, ,says Tony J~, the.
po1!"erap.dQther~es, "WeworkedfairIy edgedMr..Rifkjn m the 1993~ "The, ~spoJicy~orinLondon- .
aIone:'hesays.;''Jtwastougb!' . ~:'wbich ~ a'n~e.in the~.: springfug;IntoActlon

A~ that time, :~ environmental: .peanpsy:che~ 'became a bestseDerin : ..' . 0 . /. 0 0 0

groups, ~ally in~, were.hopeful .Fra;nce. 'The contrarian. ~ laidouta !. 'Thatall.~anged~.~ ~ J.9!1,when
'. that gepeticallymodifiedcrops couldre- ~esofargumentsagainStgeneticallyen-; food..containing~e~ modifiedih-

ducepesticideuse.Mr.Rifkinsays0 Infact, gm~red'food:In'onechapter,titled"Mod-. . ~ents,~appeanngmEuJ:opeansu-
. somebioe~gin~cOm andoth~ altered e~ Agriculttn:e,andthe DeStructionofSo- permark~(s,and~~.took.~. At ..
. crops.do.con~ built-in.insecticides:But Qety:: he"lloslted.that insectsw9W.d.blrl!d'th~t pomt, ..~ts m Greenpeace,.
. Mr.~.and.manygroupsllIgUe~tllie" JJP~ceto ~l~echseeds, resultingm. ~ends.~f the ~ and ~er.~ be-
. techfi~ogyhasfailedtoliv~:uptoitsearly thein~ useofPeSticides. _. . ~ taJdngthelSSU:~uchm~ ~~ly..

. 0 pronuse. Tt1~ysa>:that~~geveryplan~.' Sir Jat:neS'sbrother, Teddy, a loIi'gfune. . ~npeace, Wl!Q.~boQt ,15 Ju1I-tim~
mto a.bug-ki!ler.lSeq?I.valent~ dousing" envjronmentaJ'acti~inBritain,also.took:. .cam~3.1gllersled.bYMt:~~,beganed- .
~v~ ~.WIth ~Clde, andmcreases -upthe'cause agajDst'biOOrigirieeredfOod. uca~ co~~rs, 0fg1!-JlWJlg"boycotts.of
the likelihood o~~ 1?en~ficialinsects. . "The Ec6logist,"a magazinebe has pub:- 0 geneticallymodifi~ productsand staging
Moreover,~y ~~, some bioengineered lishejifortlIrCe.dec3aes.-devotedan entire 0 demonsttations in Britain, Germanyand

'. so~ aredesIgned~ resistherbicid~,.' ~ last year.tO.atlac1dngMonsanto,in 'Dewnaz:k, among other actiOns.N~' ;
.

cball~,!am;t thouters to ~la:mcet:a field WIth. .response to~ pro-biotech pubIic-relatloos.. groups:in Britain urged the """vemment
enn\.4&.>Wi killing" the so',"","," " b tb U

. . t .' , bV .

pl~ts. .. '.'. . ~"""'"." ~ y ~o .S:~Y1nBri~' . no ~oap~rovethe planting..of~~
.Some Europea:ns notabl. . . : . ~.~, .rep~ted.m otJ:er .l~es.. ~odif!~crops. 0 . . . .'.

greed witIiMr.RindnearJ:~T;; ~.~n~eJy ~buted.m..~,. Despite.the,pu~li~ty,Mr~~olden~ys,'
Haerlin.~ Mr. RHkin~.1986,the Ger: . 'l1i$tto9~'Farming : 0 as of early last year ~ British con-
manactmsthadn:ty~.tstarledworldngfor . 0reddy~dsmith, a'self-professe4radi-. . ~~~ onJy~c'vagueidea"aboutbio-

. Gre:nveace.Buthe was impressedbyMr. cal~ argues;tha~Uieteal'~e of bio- ~eered ~Ood.~d,'asfuthe U.s., many.
Rifkin.s arguments,and whenhereturned engmeered fo.6!lis0."rorporate domina.-', didn t re~y care aboutthe issue. .
to Genn~y, he foundedthe GeneEthics f:!.on"of~aJI~J>ytheb.andful~fcom~. .But.bi June. 1998..Britain's Prince
:Netwo~asmall~thatdiStrjbutedin" 'pani~thaf~~the-~,~~'hi:S:r~. ~arles~ who prac~ces _organicfanning
form;1tionab9UtbIotechnology. o' I ily's f~dation h~' underwIJttenseveral .Jrln:1Selfand is thepatronoftheSoil-Associ-

'!be SpecterofEUgeni' : o~~ons ~at ~ .ba~ bioe~,. ation,.atta~ed genetically'modifiedfood.. . .. ~. ;. n<7red'foocl,includin.g.~peace and: in an emo~onalarticle in Britain's'Dall
~e groupJnltiallyfocused.9n broad . Frl~nds.~f:the~ The ~ say.the:0 Telegraph.Explainingthat hewQUldn'tJ

~~lcsll
' Stl

ed
ch as :vme~er.comP'!-mes~ould ~': .contn1?utiops h~ve" been modest, ,about such food or knowiIigIygive it to his faniil

y

"" a ow to r~lve patents.on.genes.'.-$50,000eactI; TC!idy~l!3smith an~ ~ or' ests' . . . . . . .
ratherthanonthelSSUeof~~neticallymod-. famllts found ti 'd~ to .' ify

th . gu o'.he wrote, ~haI>~ t? believe

ified food. In Ge~aJ!,y..*~-'Haerlii1 says, - ~ounts. . . 0~ 0~.', . e: '.~ . e that ~ kind ofgeneticengme~rmgtakes 0

the ~ebateoverblOtc:ctm~I~largelycen- .''...:':Qneunlikeiy beneuciarywas the Soil ~~d into ~ ~a~ belongt~.-God
tereil0.0hum~ applica\ions,suchas gene .' 0 .:' . . . . , . ..:. _an~ GQd alone.
s.cree~ fordiseasesand ~clal repro- . ~OClatio~.a 53-YMr-Qld.Bntis~orgam-
ductiOJ:l.That's becausethOselsSuesraised zation'of organic farmers, Pr09.ucers'an4.
.the~teI: ofeugeniCs,alwilY.sa'sensitive-<:>~umers~at rarely got.involvedin ac~
issue ih .the country wijere.Hitler hM ~VlSt~palgn~'o~tho~ the grO\lPini-
thampionedthe idea.ofa.master-rare. .ti~y tooka neutralposition;.by1994it had

, Wb.en~.HaerfuijoinedGreenpeacein decided~at bi~ngin~re~ff~po:;!!.<l Ii
. 1991,'he became a coordin~Wr for;the "Ger-' threat to.orgamc farmmg, in part out."of
.~~ of~~'s cilwpaj.gna~t t9xic;'chem- fear that the crops c~u.Idintroduce d8Jiger~
. lJ:als~d pesti.~des, At that time, the enti- OtiSnew traits to wild species or soil bade-
.J;on.mentalorgaIiiiation viewe!igeneticany '. . ria. "The more we knew, the more worried




