
Modern teclt'nology gobbles up jobs
3bbC(:\,,,,~ =

RAPID technological development His current work is an attempt to fa'st~riminiiting human labour from Rifkin sees a fundamental weak- week from the present 40 hours tin
is leading to unprecedented job re- answer the question why there is the production process. Computer ness and contradiction in the new the US) to 30 hours. so that more
trenchments worldwide, and the re- serious, persistent and growing un- technology is also causingjob loss in industrial revolution: ''The technol- workers will be employed. At the
suiting unemployment crisis will be eI?-ploymentin the ind?-~trial coun- the servi~. secto~': in the. past 10 o~~is ~dva~cing sofa~tand prod:uc- same time, the rate of pay should go
structural in nature and getincreas- tnes, although pro?uctlv~ty.and out- y~a~, 3 mIll~onwhite-coIlarJobs were tlVlty IS nsmg, but as Jobs are bemg up, although perhaps the average
ingly worse in the foreseeable fu- put ha~e be~n ~Ismg., RIfkin found ehmmated In the US. lost, there are not enough peo~)le to volume of pay may not increase.
ture, that,thls delInkmg ofJob,sfr?m eco- In agriculture, fannmechanization buy the p:oducts, The capacIty to H " h' .
This is the grim scenario portrayed nomIC growth could be explamed by has already drastically reduced the produce WIn expand tremendously, ,esu,ggests a t I ee.-prong appI oach, , th !' t
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I k f for socIety to deal wIth the Problem,
by the renowned AmerIcan socIal, e ,as eXpanSI?n 0 , em .onna- farm labour force. Computenzed ro- u eI,e IS a so a growmg.ac 0" ", ,
analyst-Jeremy Rifkin, whose forth- tI?n technolo!;~y m both the mdus- bots are also now beingusedin,fanns, purchasmg p~wer and effectIve ~e- ,We s~ould have more p~opl,e WOIk-

, coil1ingbook "The End of Work" will tnal and serVIce sectors. A:nd soon, ne:w plant-breeding tech- man~. So)he~:e, IS overproduction ~~~I:~th e.ac,h person workmg less
.'show how computerization, automa- And in the near future, the liveli - mques, P',irtlcu,larly. tISSU~ culture and I eceSSlOn, c,

tion and bio-technology have already hoods of millions of farmers, particu- and genetic engm~eTIng, vVlllbe able Within this analytical paradigm,
begun to eliminate millions of jobs. larly in developing nations, will be to produce subs~Itutes for outdoor Rifkin explains the Uruguay Round

." . threatened by tissue culture and farm product~ ~n the laborai?ry. process (conducted under Gatt aus-Wlthm a few decades PredIcts ,., Hundl 'edsofnulllonsof £ anneI 's ' II" e- ", " ~, k
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h., , ' , ' genetIc engrneenng that can pro- , , 1i v plces) as a 'mar et e:-rtenslOn of t e
Ritkm,hwldIedsofmdhonsofpeople d " d d £j
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k" fi t' ' uce,oo san I resm e a ora- 'h t n' n USTla eVOUlon,' w-
wor I~g m manu ac urmg" servIces tory, , . t rea .' ing to the expanded production ca-
and agnculture could be dIsplaced, . , ,'~ . ~ Rifkin said the loss of J'obs and . ' t f th b ' t
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workers and agricultural production ment lines, ' c°.unld'les ,~ ,e eve opmg coun- round would, the compames hoped,-
without arms or farmers," Rifkin, . , ,trIes, as thIs ,IS only a secondary open up new markets and in new
S' "a' "M h fth gl b I k"' RIfkIn quotes studIes that predIct factor, and mUlor compared to the sectors to hel p overcome this threatill. UC 0, e 0 a wor ,orce th t
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could well be eliminated re laced b . ,a m e m ta es m~ ~on e Imma lOn 0 JO S Y ec no ogy, of overprQduction,
.. ' P J Jobs out of the total 124 mIllIon he savs, ' "., .-,
mformatron technology, robots, ma- k £ I bl t I . In-Rltkms view libera
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chmes and blOtechnology. ' ' epresen c no ogrca eve op kets cannot be a respIte '"'becausement by machines, A recent Wall ments amount to a Third Industria! " . ,
Rifkinis PI'esident orthe Washin g Street Journal article pI
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(:on-based Foundation on Economic 1.5to2.5millionAmericanjobscould first industrial revolution (in the 19th a ac 0 euectrve eman .
Trends and author of several best- be lost each year for the foreseeable century) was characterized by coal "The only way out of this growing
selling books on environment and future. Outof90 million private sec- and thesteamengine. the second (in jobs crisis is to eliminate work and
society, including Entropy and Bio- ",tor Jobs, 25 million could be elimi- the 1~20s) by ~il and the not the workers," says Rifkin, He
sphei:e Politics. nated. The manufacturing sector is electro dynamo. proposes a reduction of the working

Secondly, the benefits to the labour
force should improve, with higher
rates of payand other benefits,

These two measures would enable
a fair shan; ofthe benefits ofproduc-
tivity gain to accrue to the labour
force.

Thirdly, with the increase in free
time, people should be encow'aged
to participate in the social sector or
the voluntary sector, being involved.
for instance in welfare, education,
and community work. As an incen-
tive, volunteers could be given tax
deductions, The unemployed could
be given a "shadow wage" or allow-
ance.

The scheme could be operated by
community-based citizen groups and
facilitated by the goverm;nent, which
could finance it through J;righertaxes
and vohmtary contributions.

(ThirdWorldNetworkFeatures)


