A great energy era is ending | New energy attracts new investors
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Can Europe lead the world into a “third industrial revolution” — one that will take
us away from disruptive centralised power systems into a new age of energy-
producing buildings, distributive power and smart grids? There is no other
choice, says Jeremy Ritkin. ‘We have a window of about ten years.’

The Rifkin vision

‘We are in the
twilight of a great

energy era’

| By Hughes Belin

Perhaps no other author or thinker has had more
influence on the EU’s ambitious climate and energy
policy than the famous American “visionary”
Jeremy Rifkin. For the past several years, he has been
advising the European Parliament and successive
European presidencies, including that of Germany’s
Angela Merkel, on the necessity of what he calls the
“third industrial revolution”. His ideas have found
their way into last year’s declaration of the European
Parliament calling for a third industrial revolution
and into the Energy Vision Paper presented in
November last year at the European Council
meeting, to accompany the European Commission’s
Strategic Energy Technology (SET) Plan. Currently he
is advising the new Spanish government. European
Energy Review had a long and intensive conversation
with the American who has become a champion of
the ‘European dream’.

What is the central energy question policymakers
are faced with in your view?

When Chancellor Merkel became Chancellor of
Germany, she asked me to come to Berlin to debate the
question ‘how do we grow the German economy in the
21st century?’ The first thing I asked the Chancellor was
‘how do you grow the German economy or the European
economy, or for that matter the world economy, in the
last stages of an energy era?’ This is the central question
for not just the business and the political communities
but for the human race. It is very clear now that we
are in the twilight of a great energy regime of coal, oil,
natural gas and uranium. And we have four critical
problems: climate change; increasing debt all over
the world, especially in the developing nations where
the price of oil and gas continues to spike; increasing
political instability in the oil producing countries of
the Persian Gulf; and peak oil.
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